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the very people responsible for the 
strategy. And yet at the same time 
contrary to all apparent evidence, we 
continue to get the same spin and 
happy talk from the Pentagon. 

After the report was delivered to 
Congress last week, one senior defense 
official said: ‘‘We have the beginning of 
the potential for real change.’’ 

Madam Speaker, it is long past the 
moment when we should be talking 
about the ‘‘beginning of the potential 
for real change.’’ I think 81⁄2 years is 
plenty of time for real change and not 
just the beginning of its potential. 

We have been patient. We have seen 
more than a thousand of our fellow 
Americans killed. We have seen about 
$270 billion in taxpayer money fly out 
of the Treasury. And after all that, Af-
ghanistan is still a terrifyingly dan-
gerous place that can’t stand on its 
own two feet, unable to handle its own 
security, with an incompetent govern-
ment that enjoys little confidence or 
credibility. 

The whole point of our counterinsur-
gency strategy was to get the people on 
the side of the government and our 
military forces. But, Madam Speaker, 
continued instability is instead driving 
the civilian population straight into 
the arms of the Taliban. Again, don’t 
take it from me. The Pentagon report 
notes a ‘‘ready supply of recruits is 
drawn from the frustrated population, 
where insurgents exploit poverty, trib-
al friction and lack of governance to 
grow their ranks.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, with the Kandahar of-
fensive about to begin, the situation 
figures to get even worse, especially 
given that more than 80 percent of the 
Kandahar population embraces the 
Taliban as ‘‘Afghan brothers’’ while 94 
percent oppose U.S. troop presence. 
That is according to the Army’s own 
research, as cited by defense scholar 
Michael Cohen. The security situation 
in Kandahar is already bad enough that 
the U.N. has pulled its people out. 

Madam Speaker, we need a complete 
reorientation of U.S. policy towards 
Afghanistan. We need a smart security 
approach that rebuilds the country in-
stead of tearing it apart. We need to 
send legal scholars who can help estab-
lish rule of law and a functional judi-
cial system. We need to send agricul-
tural experts who can give Afghan 
farmers an alternative to the poppy 
trade which is controlled by the 
Taliban. Most of all, Madam Speaker, 
we need an immediate military rede-
ployment. It is time to bring our 
troops home. 
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WHAT IS THE PLAN? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
our homeland security today is para-
lyzed by denial, ignorance and political 
correctness. Systematic dependence on 
luck is not a national security plan; it 
is a disaster waiting to happen. 

From the borders to the big cities, 
America’s national security is always 
in critical, or seems to be in critical 
disarray. In 1998, Osama bin Laden de-
clared war on America, but we didn’t 
pay attention to it. What is it going to 
take for our leaders to understand that 
radical Islamic terrorists want to mur-
der our people? 
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Law enforcement in New York—Fed-
eral, State, and city—has done an in-
credible job in a short amount of time 
to apprehend the Times Square ter-
rorist despite dangerous political 
games being played by some officials. 
In spite of politics, our lawmen acted 
swiftly, efficiently, and effectively in 
the capture of this terrorist. 

But New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg told the media, ‘‘If I had to 
guess 25 cents, this would be . . . home-
grown, maybe a mentally deranged per-
son or someone with a political agenda 
that doesn’t like the health care bill or 
something.’’ 

Now, isn’t that helpful? 
The Times Square terrorist, Faisal 

Shahzad, was not a Tea Party-going 
taxpayer opposed to ObamaCare. There 
is no excuse for this reckless smear of 
the majority of Americans who opposes 
the government takeover of health 
care. It is irresponsible to play polit-
ical games with national security; and 
even though Homeland Security Sec-
retary Napolitano won’t use the word 
‘‘terrorist,’’ all of the indications are 
that this was an act of terror. 

The terrorist, Faisal Shahzad, was 
captured last night on an airplane 
bound for Dubai. Reports say the air-
line contacted the authorities to say 
that he made a last-minute reservation 
for the flight and that he got on the 
plane after paying cash. He is from 
Pakistan. Somehow, this radical ter-
rorist was granted American citizen-
ship in 2009. Shahzad told the FBI he 
went through a terror training camp in 
Pakistan in the region of Waziristan. 

He sounds like a terrorist to me. 
This is where the Taliban operates— 

the same Pakistani Taliban that im-
mediately claimed responsibility for 
the Times Square foiled attack. Re-
ports say Shahzad had been in Paki-
stan for the past several months. Eight 
people have now been arrested in Paki-
stan. Two of them are related to 
Shahzad. 

Over the past year, we have had a 
surge of attacks from radical Islamic 
jihadists who murder in the name of 
hate. For example, the Fort Hood 
shooter killed 14 Americans and in-
jured 30 more. That was an act of ter-
ror. The attack on the Arkansas mili-
tary recruiting station by a radical 
jihadist who killed an American soldier 
was an act of terror. Then there was 
the Christmas Day underwear bomber. 
That was an act of terror. 

In that case, Homeland Security Sec-
retary Janet Napolitano said ‘‘the sys-
tem worked’’ when we caught the un-
derwear bomber. That means the gov-

ernment plan in that case is for pas-
sengers on the plane to tackle terror-
ists who are trying to explode bombs 
that are hidden in their underwear. 
That’s a plan? That’s our national sys-
tem? 

Combating terrorism takes vision. It 
takes moral clarity. There is no room 
for playing politics or politically cor-
rect games. 

Ronald Reagan once explained it this 
way: 

‘‘Above all, we must realize that no 
arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of 
the world is so formidable as the will 
and moral courage of free men and 
women. 

‘‘It is a weapon our adversaries in to-
day’s world do not have. It is a weapon 
that we as Americans do have. 

‘‘Let that be understood by those 
who practice terrorism and prey upon 
their neighbors.’’ 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING THE WOMEN’S FUND OF 
MIAMI-DADE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, in 1993, a group of south Florida 
women established the Women’s Fund 
of Miami-Dade, a nonprofit dedicated 
to funding innovative community pro-
grams geared toward girls and young 
women. 

At the time of the fund’s creation, 
gender-specific, community-based ini-
tiatives were nearly nonexistent. Ac-
cording to a survey undertaken by the 
Women’s Fund in 1996, only five out of 
142 local agencies had implemented 
programs exclusively for women. Ab-
sent from our community were pro-
grams to assist young women who were 
seeking to advance their educations, to 
secure their economic futures, or to en-
gage in professional leadership train-
ing. 

The Women’s Fund of Miami-Dade 
took this cause to our south Florida 
community, and it has since generated 
enough support to provide more than 
350 gender-specific programs with the 
funding they so desperately require. 

Last Friday, on April 30, more than 
800 women gathered together at the 
Women’s Fund annual Power of the 
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